
 
Did God Tell Peter (Kefa) to Eat Pork?    By Moshe Schwab 
(That all Foods Were Okay to Eat) 
 
The final conclusion to the scriptures in Acts 10 (the context!) was that the Gentiles should keep 
the Torah – all of God's commandments. The leadership in Jerusalem said in Acts 15:21 NKJV, 
"For Moses has had throughout many generations those who preach him in every city, being 
read in the synagogues every Sabbath.” The Gentiles were to learn and keep the Torah 
and that included all the food laws.  
 
It says in Acts 10:9-14 NKJV, “Peter went up on the housetop to pray, about the sixth hour. 
Then he became very hungry and wanted to eat; but while they made ready, he fell into a 
trance and saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet bound at the four corners, 
descending to him and let down to the earth. In it were all kinds of four-footed animals of the 
earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of the air. And a voice came to him, “Rise, Peter; 
kill and eat.” But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or 
unclean.” 
 
Kefa was praying and God gave Kefa a vision. According to Strong's', the Greek means “a 
displacement of mind.” In other words, God interrupted his prayer with a vision. Kefa 
exonerates himself of any wrongdoing (eating foods God said not to eat) and then wonders 
what the point of the vision is. If you know the context, it has nothing to do with eating things 
God has told us not to eat. People just do not think right – if God said they were not good for 
us in the Old Testament portion, then they are still not good to eat. Kefa kept the Torah, and he 
was perplexed with the vision.  
 
Acts 10:15-18 NKJV goes in to say, “And a voice spoke to him again the second time, ‘What 
God has cleansed you must not call common.’ This was done three times. And the object was 
taken up into heaven again. Now while Peter wondered within himself what this vision 
which he had seen meant, behold, the men who had been sent from Cornelius had made 
inquiry for Simon's house, and stood before the gate. And they called and asked whether 
Simon, whose surname was Peter, was lodging there.” 
 
Because Christianity has never corrected its errors in doctrine that were incorporated in the 4th 
century, they hang on to false interpretations of the scriptures. Kefa is thinking about the vision 
when Gentiles show up. Some at that time of this story believed that Gentiles could not be part 
of the believing community. There was a whole school of thought that taught this (School of 
Shammai). We know from Galatians that Torah breakers were teaching this wrong doctrine. It 
was a misinterpretation of Exodus 34:14-16 which actually only says that it was wrong to form 
close ties with idolaters.  
 
These Gentiles that had come to Kefa were not idolaters though. God had cleansed them; they 
were not unclean idolaters, so it was okay for Kefa to go with them. God said to Kefa, "What 
God has cleansed you must not call common." There was also a group of people at that time 
who called themselves God-fearers. They were true Jewish believers in all respects except they 
were Gentile and were kept outside of the believing community in the true God by wrong man-
made doctrine. It was the doctrine of Torah breakers because Deuteronomy 4:2 NKJV says, 



"You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the 
commandments of the LORD your God which I command you." Torah breakers change God's 
word and break God's commandments. There are the people who say it is okay to eat things 
that God said not to eat. They are breaking God's commandments! Kefa would never have 
eaten what God said not to eat. 
 
Acts 10:19-23 NKJV then says. “While Peter thought about the vision, the Spirit said to him, 
‘Behold, three men are seeking you. Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting 
nothing; for I have sent them.’ Then Peter went down to the men who had been sent to him 
from Cornelius, and said, ‘Yes, I am he whom you seek. For what reason have you come?’ And 
they said, ‘Cornelius the centurion, a just man, one who fears God and has a good reputation 
among all the nation of the Jews, was divinely instructed by a holy angel to summon you to his 
house, and to hear words from you.’ Then he invited them in and lodged them. On the next day 
Peter went away with them, and some brethren from Joppa accompanied him.” 
 
Do you see the whole point of the vision? It was not that Kefa should eat meat that God said 
was wrong to eat. It was about Kefa going with these believers in the true God even though 
they were Gentiles. They were not unclean. 
 
Later in the book of Acts when talking about Gentiles becoming believers (back at headquarters 
in Jerusalem with the Messianic leadership), they say in Acts 15:18-21, “Known to God from 
eternity are all His works. Therefore I judge that we should not trouble those from among the 
Gentiles who are turning to God, but that we write to them to abstain from things polluted by 
idols, from sexual immorality, from things strangled, and from blood. For Moses has had 
throughout many generations those who preach him in every city, being read in the 
synagogues every Sabbath.” 
 
Ya’akov (James' real name) says they were to most of all tell the Gentiles what they were to 
avoid (anything to do with idols etcetera; after all, they lived in pagan communities). Then it 
says that Moses is taught every week. Moses wrote the Torah. Ya'akov was giving 
instructions about how the Gentiles were to start their faith in the Messiah and the 
true God and then the Gentiles were to learn and grow up spiritually by learning the 
Torah (what Moses taught); namely, the Old Testament portion commandments. That’s 
right, they were to learn the Torah and do it! Everyone starts their faith in God in some way 
and then they must begin to continue to grow up spiritually. We all must learn to follow God 
and His commandments. 
 
Kefa’s vision was given by God to allow believing Gentiles into the believing community (they 
never should have been excluded). It has nothing to do with eating things God says not to eat. 
Again, think about it; if God said something was not good to eat, why would it suddenly be okay 
to eat. It is still not good to eat. The problem being addressed was about believing Gentiles 
being allowed into the believing community. People who are teaching that it is okay to eat what 
God has commanded us not to eat are breaking God's commandments.  


