
#36 Beha’alotecha Numbers 8:1-12:16     By Moshe Schwab 

While praying: 

* God’s power in us can be great. It is important to follow God the way we are supposed to; follow God's 

commandments and how the Holy Spirit leads us.  

* We may feel small and insignificant, but we should stand strong in all we do and wherever we are.  

* Work on your personal life and spiritual life. Don’t slip in either of these areas because they affect each 

other.  

* God leading us is important. It may not look like much at times, but it will take rock solid form and 

move us in the right direction.   

            

Beha’alotecha means, “when you set up.” The portion Beha’alotecha begins with instructions about the 

menorah for the Mishkan (Tent of Meeting). The L’vi’im (Levites) were then cleansed and then the 

people of Israel laid hands on them; the Levites were a wave or elevation offering for Israel so the Levites 

would serve Israel at the Mishkan.  Israel observed the Passover, but some were unclean; those who were 

unclean were to observe the Passover the next month on the 14th day of the second month. A cloud 

covered the Mishkan during the day and at night it appeared as fire.  When the cloud moved Israel would 

break camp and follow it. The portion then describes what they did for each type of trumpet blast from the 

two silver trumpets. They were a large group of people, so they needed signals for how to proceed. They 

used the trumpets to signal when the next tribe was to begin moving, for war, and for the feasts.  

 

In the second year on the twentieth day of the second month (the 20th of Iyar) the portion describes how 

Israel set out. The very same prayer that is said before the procession of the Torah scroll is in this portion 

starting in Numbers 10:35. It then says the people were complaining and it angered the Lord. The spirit of 

God rested on the 70 elders and also two others. In response to the two others that prophesied, Moshe said 

that he wished all the Lord’s people were prophets. The Lord sent them quail, but the Lord struck them 

with a plague for their complaining. They had cattle to eat. Aaron and Miryam speak against Moshe and 

Miriam is stricken with snow white scales. Moshe speaks to God on her behalf and she is healed; she 

must remain outside the camp for 7 days. The cloud did not move for 7 days, so Israel remained 

encamped for 7 days while Miryam remained outside the camp. They moved on after she returned and the 

cloud began moving. Perhaps this a picture of the patience and mercy of God. Also, it says that Moshe 

saw the likeness of God (יהוה) in Numbers 12:8. God appeared to and talked to Abraham. Genesis 18:33 

says that Yĕhōváh (יהוה) went His way after talking to Abraham. God can appear as a man; He can do 

what He wants.  

 

We see Israel as a nation laying on hands so the L’vi’im (Levites) would serve them. There is an apparent 

transference taking place by this laying on of hands and that is what the laying on of hands is for. We 

especially see this on Yom Kippur when the priest atones for the sins of Israel by laying hands on the 

scapegoat and sending it away (see Leviticus 16). As the scapegoat leaves, it signaled the atonement of 

Israel's sins. They were the true believers back then and that was the way God provided for their 

forgiveness until the Messiah came. Similarly, we see Yeshua dying for our sins, raising from the dead 

and going away (until a future time when He will return). Yeshua as God touched others and people were 

healed. This is a typical way of Jewish prayer. It is most often done by touching the other person's head. 

In the present, we often pray and lay on hands in God’s name to impute God’s healing, blessing, etcetera. 

Acts 4:29-30 is an example of this. As we lay on our hands, God stretches out His own hand to heal and 

bless. It is not us doing the healing; it is God doing the healing.  

 

The Jewish procession of the Torah and the Jews following the cloud in the desert is a picture of Israel 

following God, it is a picture of Israel obeying (following) God, of believers in Yeshua following God, 

and of believers in Yeshua following the lead of the Holy Spirit. Yeshua tells us to follow Him in 
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Matthew 16:24. He tells us to take up our execution stake. The word for "cross"1 in the Greek is 

"execution stake" according to Strong's Greek Dictionary. This is in stark contrast to the easy believability 

that is being preached today. Yeshua said in Revelation 2:10 NKJV, "Be faithful until death, and I will 

give you the crown of life." We are to keep God's commands and stay faithful. When you say a prayer to 

accept the Messiah, that is only the beginning of living out our faith. Believing in God means we are to 

actually act like we believe and be faithful.  

 

In this portion, Moshe says that he wished all God’s people were prophets. It has always been God’s 

intention that we fellowship with God personally. That close connection was lost when Adam and Eve 

sinned in the garden, but that connection has been restored to some extent now through the gift of the 

Holy Spirit; believers in Yeshua are commanded to receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38-39). It is not true 

that God did not speak to His people in the Tanakh (Old Testament portion). The entire Tanakh is filled 

with people encountering God and God speaking to them. Some say that God doesn't speak any more; has 

he lost His voice? Remember the story of Elijah and the prophets of Baal. Elijah mocked the pagans 

because their pagan gods were powerless (1 Kings 18:20-40). The true God is not powerless; your 

denomination may be powerless, but why should He speak to a people who won't listen to Him anyway 

and those who just make up their own doctrine? 

 

Also, we see dire consequences being administered by God to people who complain, have bad attitudes, 

or speak against God’s anointed. Let us be ever mindful to avoid complaining, to avoid bad attitudes, and 

be careful what we say about those in authority and our spiritual leaders. The rabbis say we should be 

careful not to commit lashon hara, evil speaking. 

 

The Haftarah for Beha’alotecha is Zechariah 2:14-4:7. God says that someday He will dwell among the 

Israelites. We know that He literally did that when Yeshua was here and He will do it again someday. 

God then says that He will remove Israel’s sin in one day. Yeshua did that for us when He gave Himself 

on the stake. The portion concludes with, “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” in Zechariah 

4:6. The Holy Spirit is our helper to help us live right and walk with God in the here and now. We also 

expect that someday the Holy Spirit will keep us pure forever and we won’t sin anymore.  

 

God’s power in us can be amazing. It is important to follow God the way we are supposed to; follow 

God's commandments and how the Holy Spirit leads us. The first thing we need to understand is that the 

Bible is God's revelation and should be our primary way how we are to be led by God. We have a whole 

set of commandments from the Old Testament portion that God gave us so we know how to live and 

behave. After we obey God's commandments, the Holy Spirit will sometimes fill in the details.  

 

One of God's commands states that if an animal is in trouble, we are to help it (Exodus 23:4-5; 

Deuteronomy 22:4). This leads to understand the biblical concept of protecting the lives of both animals 

and people. Yeshua taught this same principle from the Torah, "Then He answered them, saying, 'Which 

of you, having a donkey or an ox that has fallen into a pit, will not immediately pull him out on the 

Sabbath day?'" Luke 14:5 NKJV. This is how we understand that the Torah teaches us to protect life and 

so did Yeshua. We need to make proper applications of the Torah.  

 

It is important to understand that Yeshua (Jesus) and Shaul (Paul) both taught appropriately applied 

applications of the Torah. This is not the same thing as the nonsense imposed by some that micromanages 

 
1 The word "cross" may be a symbol of what Yeshua did for us, but the cross symbol has pagan origins and a cross can be used 

for the purposes of idolatry. "You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness of anything that is in heaven 

above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; 5 you shall not bow down to them nor serve them;" 

Exodus 20:4-5 NKJV. 
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peoples' lives. We end up with some 1,050 appropriately applied commandments in the New Testament 

portion that was applied from the Old Testament portion. Take for example the command from the Torah 

to return someone's ox to them. We should understand that if anyone loses something of value and we 

find it, we should try to find the owner. It is not too difficult to see how this applies properly.  

 

Also, take for example not to engage in revelry. Revelry at the time of Shaul included sexual perversion 

and idolatry that the Torah tells us is wrong, so it is wrong to engage in that type of revelry. This is not 

difficult to understand; we need to apply the Torah to our lives properly. The reason people don't 

understand how to apply the Torah is because most people don't know the Torah and have never been 

taught how to apply the Torah. I was mostly taught by my mother; she took the time to talk about various 

important issues the Torah teaches. Later I went on to get two engineering degrees and two Bible degrees 

with some work toward my doctorate. It was during my doctorate that I began my Messianic studies.   

 

We not only need to understand how to apply the Torah, but in this Messianic age, we need to be led by 

the Holy Spirit. Years ago, the Holy Spirit probably saved me and my friends from injury or perhaps even 

death. I was driving on a main road at the outskirts of the city at night with my friends. All of a sudden, 

the Holy Spirit opened my eyes to a poorly marked construction hole in the road. If the Holy Spirit hadn't 

done that, I am convinced we would have been in a terrible accident.  

 

I wasn't being reckless; I was a good driver and I took my driving seriously. First of all, it is so important 

to follow God's commandments; they give us life it says in Proverbs 7:2 NKJV, "Keep my commands and 

live, and my law as the apple of your eye." The Holy Spirit also gives life. Wow, God protecting us was 

an incredible blessing from God! That's the incredible great power of God at work. The Holy Spirit kept 

us safe and the Holy Spirit can even change the course of our lives for the better. God at times tells me not 

to do something and I know He is helping me or protecting me. I know my life has changed course for the 

better through His commandments and the Holy Spirit. You could say that God empowers us. The Holy 

Spirit is our super power. If you want a super power, believe on the Messiah Yeshua. Also, think about it; 

since we are to protect life, doing things safely and caring about others is a properly applied 

commandment of God.  

 

We may feel small and insignificant at times, but we should stand strong in our spiritual walk in what we 

do and wherever we are. At times, we can be truly humbled as a result of God's goodness. Sometimes 

though we may feel as though we are unimportant. The world is so immense and there is so much going 

on. Moshe (Moses) was responsible for perhaps some 2 million people. Could you imagine feeling the 

weight of all that as you looked across the Sea of Aqaba and wondered where you would go; and by the 

way, the Egyptian army was bearing down on you and the people? Then the Sea parts and the people get 

across safely with walls of water on each side of you. Exodus 14:29 NKJV says, "But the children of 

Israel had walked on dry land in the midst of the sea, and the waters were a wall to them on their right 

hand and on their left." God can do and will do amazing things. Talk about super powers! 1 Timothy 6:12 

says to, "Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life;" So, stand strong no matter what so that you 

can take hold of eternal life.  

 

Work on your personal life and spiritual life. Don’t falter in these areas because they affect each other. 

Most of life is just taking care of the day to day and taking care of ourselves and those most near and dear 

to us. We understand from the Torah that we are to take care of ourselves and protect life. When we don't 

take care of ourselves properly, we are not keeping God's commandments. So, taking safety seriously, not 

taking extreme chances or being reckless, caring about others, being protective, and all the other things 

we do to get by in life are also important. Of course, our spiritual life is more important. It determines 

where we will spend eternity.  
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Israel was trapped at the Sea, they had no water or food, and they were in the desert. The Bible says that 

God was teaching them a lesson and we need to learn this lesson too.  Deuteronomy 8:3 NKJV says, "So 

He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did your 

fathers know, that He might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by 

every word that proceeds from the mouth of the LORD." God is the true giver of life in the here and now 

and for eternity.  

 

The same things that apply to our physical life apply to our spiritual life. Take our spiritual life seriously 

and guard it; don't let temptation overcome you or be reckless spiritually; care about the spiritual lives of 

those around you; protect your spiritual life; and do all the things we need to do for our spiritual life. Pray, 

study, and learn how to apply God's commandments and follow the Holy Spirit. Don't let darkness get a 

foothold. 1 John 3:4 NKJV say, "Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness." 

The word lawlessness is the Greek word for not keeping the Torah that was used in the Old Testament 

Greek.2 Yeshua said that at judgment time He will say to those who don't keep the Torah, "I never knew 

you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!" Matthew 7:23 NKJV. Again, the word lawlessness 

is the Greek word that means not to keep the Torah. "Yeshua came to give us victory over sin. "For this 

purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil;" 1 John 3:8 NKJV. 

God has given us victory through the Messiah. 

 

God leading us is important. It seems 99% of life is just living by God's manual for life and taking care of 

ourselves, but then there is that one very important area of life in this Messianic age. Our lives may not 

look like much at times, but it can take rock solid form as we allow the work of the Holy Spirit in our life. 

The Holy Spirit encourages us and moves us in the right direction.  1 Corinthians 14:1, 3 NKJV says, 

"Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.… He who prophesies 

speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men."  

 

Did you know that the primary purpose for the prophetic is to build us up, encourage us, and give us hope 

and comfort? First, we need the prophetic of God's word. Shaul (Paul) tells Timothy, "And that from 

childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise;" 2 Timothy 3:15 

NKJV. Timothy's mother was Jewish so she taught him the Old Testament scriptures. "And behold, a 

certain disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish woman;" Acts 16:1 NKJV. Shaul 

was quoting the Old Testament when he said the Holy Scriptures will make you wise, "Therefore be 

careful to observe them; for this is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who 

will hear all these statutes, and say, 'Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people;'" 

Deuteronomy 4:6 NKJV.  

 

God's word and the prophetic gives us direction and encouragement. God gave Joshua a word of 

encouragement and said in Joshua 1:8-9 NKJV: 

"This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, 

that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way 

 
2 The word "nomia" is the word used for the Torah in the Greek Old Testament that was translated by 70 rabbis in the 2nd 

century BC. Yochanan uses the word "anomia" which is translated "lawlessness" which then means to not keep the Torah. 

Yochanan says not keeping the Torah is sin. Yochanan implies then that those who don't keep the Torah are of the devil, "He 

who sins is of the devil;" 1 John 3:8 NKJV. So, people who are saying the Old Testament is done away are not only sinning, 

but are doing the works of the devil according to Yochanan. At the judgment Yeshua will say, 'Go away from me you who 

didn't keep the Torah (lawlessness, anomia). Yeshua said, "Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets;" 

Matthew 5:17 NKJV. We've lost the true understanding of the scriptures because we've lost the understanding of the Jewish 

roots of the Bible. Yeshua (Jesus) and Shaul (Paul) were Jewish.  
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prosperous, and then you will have good success. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of 

good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you 

go."  

Isn't' that great! A lot of times God's encouragement in this verse is taken out of context. People quote, 

"Be strong and of good courage," and ignore the rest. Keep God's commandments; they will help you 

greatly! "Be strong;" don't be "afraid" or discouraged; "God is with you;" and by the way, He is with us!  

 

Some only trust in the written word of God and then often only part of it. Joshua got encouragement from 

God at that moment he needed it; it wasn't written down previously. The 70 leaders of Israel prophesied in 

this portion. They were words that built them up, encouraged them, and gave them hope and comfort. 

There were two others that prophesied and Moshe said that he wished everyone would prophecy. It is 

God's will that we hear encouragement from Him. Shaul said to seek our spiritual gifting, and "especially 

that you may prophesy." We live in a Messianic age where we should be using our spiritual gifts in the 

body of believers. It says in Acts 2:17-18 NKJV: 

And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; 

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your young men shall see visions, your old men shall 

dream dreams. And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those 

days; and they shall prophesy.  

 

That's us. We need the work of the Holy Spirit that can form us and make us strong in the Lord. We need 

God's word and His prophetic words that are able to literally save our lives and give us the wisdom we 

need for life. Isaiah 28:29 NKJV says, " This also comes from the LORD of hosts, Who is wonderful in 

counsel and excellent in guidance." God still speaks to us and will guide us.   

 

God was involved with His people in the desert and He is still involved with His people. God's power is 

amazing and His Holy Spirit is like a super power working in us and helping those who believe in the 

Messiah Yeshua. Israel followed God in the desert and that is a picture of us following God's 

commandments and the leading of the Holy Spirit. No matter how you feel, stand strong. Moshe led Israel 

out of Egypt and God can help us and lead us. Keep your life in order both physically and spiritually. 

Take life seriously and don't allow the devil a foothold. God's leading is important and just like He led 

Israel to safety from the Egyptians, His word and the Holy Spirit will lead us and help us to live wisely.  


